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“It was a high price to pay for the world to learn about Katyn, is how a Polish 
friend described the plane crash in Russia which killed Poland's president and 95 political 
elite, top military leaders, MPs, bishops, and the president of the national bank.

President Lech Kaczynski, 60, a staunch anti-communist, his wife Maria and fellow 
dignitaries were en route to a commemoration of the 1940 massacre by Stalin's secret 
police of more than 20,000 Polish officers in the Katyn forest outside Smolensk, Russia, 
when their plane crashed in fog.

In the middle of World War II, those murdered, with a bullet in the back of the 
head before being dumped in mass graves in the forest, were also Poland's elite - the 
military leadership and reservists, doctors, lawyers, teachers, and public servants. (...)

In 1943, when Katyn's mass graves were discovered, the Soviets blamed Nazi 
Germany, exhuming the bodies, falsifying records, threatening witnesses and forcing 
families of victims to remain silent. Poland's allies, Britain and the US, were told the 
truth but accepted the Soviet version, as they depended on ''Uncle Joe'' Stalin to win the 
war in Europe.

''There is no use prowling morbidly round the three-year-old graves of Smolensk'', 
Winston Churchill said at the time. It was a messy compromise that would set the stage 
for the Cold War, as the English historian Norman Davies wrote in No Simple Victory:  
World War II in Europe, 1939-1945. For many Poles, Katyn has come to symbolise all the 
injustices since 1939, when Russia and Germany combined to invade Poland. The war 
didn't end in 1945 for Poland, which just went from one oppressor to another, betrayed, 
maligned, and misunderstood despite its courageous resistance.

(...)”

See the passage of the movie “Katyn” (41'15” - 48'36”): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41-nj7ezAIs

1. Where do the two scenes develop ?
2. Describe the Protagonists of the two scenes: their suits, their 

relationship...
3. Which of the two events remember the article of the journalist? When does 

it happen?
4. Tell us more information about Kraków (population, location, industry, 

places of interest,...)
5. What's your opinion about the Russians?

See the map of the Katyn Forest:
http://www.maplandia.com/russia/smolenskaya-oblast/smolenskiy-rayon/katyn/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41-nj7ezAIs
http://www.maplandia.com/russia/smolenskaya-oblast/smolenskiy-rayon/katyn/


– Place roughly Kraków and the Katyn Forest in this map, with your town and 
our village:

– Speak of your country (the regions, the landscapes, the cities, food habits,...)
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